
Schedule of Events 
Friday  

·  Arrival/Registration (cost: $20) 
·  Hospitality Rooms open 
·  Board of Directors Meeting 6:30 PM 

Saturday  
·  “Windshield”  Tour of Ft Lewis--9:30 

AM to 4 PM, including lunch at 
American Lake Club and tour of the 
post museum (cost: $20).  

·  Hospitality Rooms open until 11 PM.   
Sunday  

·  Memorial Service – 10 AM 
·  Association Meeting – 2:30 PM 
·  Banquet – 6:30 PM (cost: $33) 

Monday – Departure/Check-out 
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Reunion 04 

Our upcoming reunion will be 27-30 August 
2004 at the Sheraton Hotel in Tacoma, 
Washington.  Room rate is $79 per night 
(also offered 3 days before and after the 
reunion).  Hotel has shuttle service from 
SEATAC Airport and free rail service to 
downtown.  Please make your reservations 
now by calling 1-888-627-7044 and tell them 
you’ re with the 31st Inf Regt Assn. Cutoff date for making reservations is 6 Aug 2004.   Please 
fill out the registration form on page 5 of this newsletter and mail it with your check to our 
treasurer, Bob Christman at 10 Maple Ct, New Hyde Park, NY 11040-3105. 

 

4th Battalion Headed for  I raq 
The 4th Battalion, less B Company, is soon to deploy to Iraq from Ft Drum.  B 
Company just returned from Iraq in March and will therefore get some more time 
back home.  The battalion’s other companies just returned from Afghanistan and 
Djibouti last November and December, so they haven’ t had much time back at Ft 
Drum either.  The battalion has been training 6 ½ days a week to prepare for 
deployment.  In other news from Ft Drum, Steve Townsend, who was LTC Spiszer’s 

predecessor, was recently promoted to Colonel.  Steve has been serving as the G-3 (Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Operations and Plans) of the 10th Mountain Division (Combined Joint Task Force 
180) in Afghanistan and will depart in July to take command of the 1st Brigade 25th Infantry 
Division at Ft Lewis, Washington.  You’ ll see him at the reunion in Seattle.        
 

Korea 1950 
This is the third installment of our coverage of the Korean War.  In our last issue, the regiment 
had just been relieved by the 5th Cav Regt at Osan.  We pick up the story again as the regiment 
moves to Pusan for its second amphibious landing of the war.  
On the morning of October 4, an L-19 Piper Cub named the “Blue Goose”  landed at Suwon. 
Painted on its fuselage was X Corps’  blue and white shoulder patch.  Major General Ned 
Almond, X Corps’  commander, had come to watch the regiment’s training.  In a foul mood, he 
was quick to find fault with the way the training was being conducted.  Almond felt Colonel 
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Ovenshine was too old to command in combat and was displeased by what he considered 
sluggish performance during the attack to take Osan.   
 

The next day, the 17th Infantry Regiment’s Heavy Mortar Company fired on one of its own 
battalions during a similar training exercise, killing 5 men and wounding 55 others.  All aircraft 
available to X Corps were diverted to evacuate casualties and bring in doctors and plasma.  
Someone’s head would roll, but not the one most people expected.1  In a move few understood, 
Almond sacked Colonel Ovenshine, replacing him with Colonel Allan D. MacLean.   
 

At 4:00 AM on October 5, the 31st Infantry’s motor 
column departed Suwon for the port of Pusan, a journey 
of over 350 miles—36 hours if all went well.  
Unfortunately, there were not enough trucks in the whole 
corps to move the entire 7th Division, so drivers would 
have to make multiple trips.   Radio contact was lost 
shortly after the column got underway and because of the 
17th Infantry’s mortar incident, no aircraft were available 
to monitor the convoy’s progress and report the locations 
of disabled vehicles.  Traversing battle damaged roads 
through areas where North Korean troops still lurked, 
drivers were cautioned not to stop for any reason.  There 
would be no way to call for help if they got ambushed.  
By 8:00 AM, the convoy extended 55 miles from lead to 

trail.  With most radios not working, convoy discipline broke down from the start.  Some convoy 
segments stopped in towns along the route for the night.  The next morning, convoy segment 
commanders were ordered to stop at a rail crossing near Taejon to transfer their passengers to 
trains for the remainder of the trip to Pusan.    
 

Things soon got worse.  An ammunition train blew up in a tunnel near Andong, blocking the rail 
line to Pusan.  Around the same time, a 32d Infantry convoy segment was ambushed, wounding 
11 men and holding up the rest of the division for over two hours.  Over the next several days 
more convoy segments were ambushed, further delaying the division’s closure.  The last convoy 
segment reached Pusan on October 11.  That day, the ROK 3d and Capitol Divisions took 
Wonsan, North Korea.  There was no longer a need for X Corps to make an amphibious landing 
there.  It looked like the 7th Division’s role in the war might soon end.  Rumors spread that the 
division would be boarding ships to return to Japan.  On October 16, the 7th Division embarked 
at Pusan aboard the attack transports Mason M. Patrick, Fred C. Ainsworth, and William F. 
Mitchell, along with several LSTs.  Aboard ship, they were issued winter gear.  Dreams of an 
early return to Japan abruptly vanished.      
 

While ships carrying the regiment remained at anchor off Pusan, events in North Korea would 
change its destination.  The seaward approaches to Wonsan were still heavily mined, making it 
impossible to get transports or LSTs ashore.  Further north, ROK I Corps entered the adjacent 
cities of Hungnam and Hamhung against light resistance.  North Korean troops were fleeing 
without much of a fight while ROK troops pursued them relentlessly, dashing up Korea’s 
northeastern panhandle toward the Chinese and Russian borders.    
 

                                                           
1 Colonel Herbert B. Powell, commanding the 17th Infantry Regiment when the mortar incident occurred, 
would become one of the Korean War’s most successful regimental commanders.  His was the only 
regiment in any American division to reach the Yalu River, Korea’s border with China, but he brought it 
out of North Korea with relatively few casualties.  He retired in 1962 as a four-star general. 
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Finally on October 24, after eight agonizing days at anchor, the 7th Division received sailing 
orders.  The division would land at the fishing village of Iwon, almost midway up the panhandle 
between Hungnam and the Russian border.  Three days later, the first snow fell in North Korea 
and the temperature dropped below freezing.  The ROK 26th Infantry Regiment, tasked to secure 
the northern approaches to the Hamhung-Hungnam area, encountered enemy troops as they 
entered the mountains.  They were surprised when the enemy failed to withdraw as they had in 
every previous engagement in North Korea.  Instead, the fight got so intense that the ROKs 
backed off, but not before taking a dozen or so prisoners.  Their opponents were not North 
Koreans, but members of the Chinese Peoples’  Liberation Army (PLA).   
 

On October 29, a turbulent sea tossed huge waves onto the shore at Iwon, washing away sand 
ramps used to unload trucks and other heavy cargo.  
The 17th Infantry was already ashore, but the 31st 
would have to stay at sea until November 4 and the 
32d Infantry could not land until November 9.   On 
October 31, the 17th Infantry (less one battalion) and 
the 49th Field Artillery Battalion made a 120 mile 
motor march along a one-lane dirt road to the inland 
town of Pungsan to relieve a regiment of the ROK 
Capitol Division.  Just after 5:00 AM the next 

morning, they were hit with a heavy mortar barrage, followed by a ground attack that reached the 
artillery positions.  The attackers were North Koreans, their determination perhaps bolstered by 
the presence of tens of thousands of Chinese troops somewhere behind them.   The war was about 
to get a lot tougher.   
  

Websites 
Kris just added a user forum so visitors to the site can carry on a running conversation 
with others they served with.  Please visit the site http://www.31stinfantry.org/ and 
user forum www.31stinfantry.org/phpBB2, send us your comments, and help us get 
networked with other websites.   
 

Robert Stewart operates an interactive web site for Vietnam-era veterans of the 6th Bn 31st Inf.  
See: http://pub39.ezboard.com/b6thbattalionofthe31stinfantry or www.6thofthe31st.zzn.com and 
stop in for a chat. 
 

A third website of interest to members is Karen Smith’s tribute to her Dad’s service in the 31st 
Inf.  Her pictures provide a look at a soldier’s life in peacetime Japan in 1949 and wartime Korea 
in 1950.  Check it out at http://31rct.tripod.com  
 

Searching 
Vickie Spring, 591 Wayside Rd, Neptune NJ 07753, phone 732-922-8393, email 
sundaegir l@hotmail.com is looking for information from anyone who may have served with her 
Dad, Wesley “Bud”  Fulton, in G Company (3d Platoon) between September 1950 and October 
1951.  Fulton, a recalled reservist, was wounded in 1951 and evacuated to Japan.  He would have 
been 25 years old at the time.  His records were destroyed in the St Louis Military Records Center 
fire and she needs witness statements from those who remember her Dad being wounded.    

 

Dues 
Please check your membership status on the mailing label of your newsletter.  If you’ re a life 
member, you’ re paid up and needn’ t take any action.  If you’ re an annual member and the year 
indicated isn’ t 2003, you owe back dues.  It takes money to print and mail your newsletter, so 
please pay $5 for the number of years you owe or regrettably, we’ ll have to suspend your 
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membership.  Please send your check to our Membership Chairman, Jack Considine, 144 S River 
Rd, Tolland, CT 06084.  Thanks.   
 

New Members 
Our association grows only through the effort of its members.  Please do your part by helping to 
bring in those who served with you.  We’ re very pleased to welcome the following new members 
to the Association.   
·  Elijah B Alligood  HHC (CPL, Korea)   Washington, NC 
·  Walter  V Billin  Tk Co (SSG, Korea, 1952-53)   Oxnard, CA 
·  Stephen J Boyle  B, C Cos, HHC (LT, Korea 1952-53) Ft Pierce, FL 
·  Alvin M  Clouse  Tk Co (PFC, Japan 1950)   Cookeville, TN 
·  Fred J Connally  E, I Cos (CPL, Japan & Korea 1949-51) Turnersville NJ 
·  Brendan B L iston  HHC 4th Bn (2LT, Ft Drum 2003-)  Sacketts Harbor, NY 
·  Rene F Nawodylo  A Co 4th Bn (SGT, Vietnam 1966-67) Chicago, IL 
 

Taps 
Frank Hyman (Cicero, NY) Medic, E Co and G Co, Korea 1952-53 
Car l W Moseley (Los Angeles, CA), Wireman, HHC, Korea 1951-52 
Ward F Redshaw (Las Cruces, NM) Rifleman, G Co, Bataan 1941-42 
Floyd W Ringer (Rialto, CA) Wireman, Svc Co, Manila 1936-39 

Joseph C Rodgers (Jacksonville, FL) Med Co, Korea 1950-51 
 

New Book 
One of our comrades recently published a book about his service in the 31st 
Infantry.  It is Joseph Q. Johnson’s story of enlisting at the age of 14 and 
being sent to the 31st Infantry in 1941.  Joe’s humanity, fierce determination, 
and help from his buddies got him through the rough realities of life in the 
peacetime Army, four months of combat and near-starvation at Bataan, and 
more than 3 years of captivity in the Philippines and Japan.  Joe wrote the 
original manuscript over a decade ago but struggled over whether he should 
have it published.  Fortunately for us, “Baby of Bataan” , is now in print 
(ISBN 1-59096-002-5-52500).  For $25.00 plus $3.50 mailing you can get a 
copy from the publisher, Omonomany Press, 5050 Poplar Ave, Ste 1510, 

Memphis, TN 38157 or for the same amount, you can still get an autographed hardback copy 
from the author by writing Joseph Q. Johnson 20439 N Skylark Dr, Sun City West, AZ 85375-
3317.  You won’ t regret it.  
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Registration--Reunion 2004 

Tacoma, Washington 

 
 
Name_______________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Family Members or Guests_____________________________ 
 
Names of Guests______________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Company/Battalion of the 31st Infantry_____________________________ 
 
When______________________ Where____________________________ 
 
 
Reunion Events: 
 
Banquet @ $33 per person…………………..$________________ 
 
Ft Lewis Tour @20 per person………………$________________ 
 
Registration @ $20 per person………………$________________ 
 
 
 
Total @ $73 per person ……………………$________________ 
(total does not include the cost of your hotel room) 
 
Send this registration form with your  check (made out to 31st Inf Regt Assn) to Rober t 
Chr istman 10 Maple Ct, New Hyde Park, NY 11040-3105 not later  than 1 August 2004.   
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c/o Kar l Lowe, Regimental Histor ian 
5101 Portsmouth Rd 

Fair fax, VA 22032-2230 
Email: klowe@ida.org  

Membership Application  - 31st Infantry Regiment Association 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
first name nickname  middle initial   last name 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
street address  city      state zip code 
   
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
phone number       email address  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
31st Inf unit (Plt, Co, Bn)     rank &  duty position  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
rank when retired      Highest award earned 
 
Where did you serve with the 31st?  When? 
 Philippines ______  ___________________________________________ 
 Korea  ______  ___________________________________________ 
 Japan  ______  ___________________________________________ 
 Vietnam  ______  ___________________________________________ 
 USA  ______  ___________________________________________ 
Membership desired: 
 life member -  age 49 & under ____$60 
   age 50-59 ____$45 
   age 60 & over ____$35 
 associate life member (family) ____$25 
 annual member   ____$10 
 associate annual member (family) ____$5 
 active duty member  ____$5 
 
Make check to 31st Inf Regt Assn &  mail to: Jack Considine, 144 S River  Rd, Tolland, CT 06084 


